
Our One Year Anniversary! 
by Rolando Moreno 
Out of a desire to communicate more effectively important events and 
content around catechesis and catechist formation, we launched the 
Annunciation Newsletter one year ago! It’s hard to believe that a year 
has gone by and that this is the first issue of the new year. The intention 
behind it was to highlight themes and areas of focus as well as showcase 
leaders throughout the Archdiocese who are doing great work in 
service of the local Church. Hopefully, it has been an aid in a casting a 
vision and highlighting priorities when it comes to transmitting the 
faith. As we approach the Christmas season and the New year, I wanted 
to draw our attention to the Holy Family in whom we celebrate on 
December 26th. St. John Paul II famously said that “the future of 
humanity passes by way of marriage and the family.” The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph, held the 
destiny of us all. This seemingly fragile and insignificant institution, vulnerable to so many dangers, housed 
the salvation of mankind. Similarly, the human family, this institution of life and love, is an icon of the Holy 
Trinity, a powerful sign for God’s presence in the world. It too is an instrument of salvation, participating in 
the very work of Christ. This work takes place in the intricacies of the home, in the raising of children and in 
teaching the faith as a way of life. Catechesis of the home or family catechesis is arguably the most important 
front in the Church today. Alongside the formation of adults, family catechesis has the potential of fostering 
Christian life and culture. The equipping and formation of parents ought to become a main focus of parish 
ministry. Just as the Holy Family was a light in a hostile world so to the “believing family is an island of 
Christian life in an unbelieving world” (cf. CCC 1655). May we rejoice in the coming of the Savior at Christmas 
and relish in the joy of Christian family life.  
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What's Coming Up 
January 7-9, 2022 at the Mount Angel Abbey Retreat House : Ignation Silent Preaching Weekend Retreat - 
This retreat will invite you into these five themes. We will consider (1) God’s profound love for us, (2) our sinful 
world and our participation in it, (3) the humanity and ministry of Jesus, (4) the Passion of Jesus, (5) the 
Resurrection of Jesus.  
January 12 2022: Tolton Play at the Queen of Peace Retreat House in Beaverton 7pm. A live drama 
produced by St. Luke Productions. 
SAVE THE DATE: March 4-6, 2022 Men's Silent Retreat, Retreat Master: Fr. Gregory Dick, O.Praem.  $242 
suggested donation includes meals and overnight accommodations at Queen of Peace Retreat center. Also not to 
leave out the women. March 11-13, 2022, Women's Silent Retreat with Retreat Master: Fr. Gregory Dick, O. 
Praem. $242 suggested donation includes meals and overnight accommodations. Both themes are still as yet 
undecided. To register to attend in person call: 503-649-7127 
 

2022 Synod on Synodality  
Pope Francis invites all the baptized around the world to journey together in a 
global listening process called, “For a Synodal Church: Communion, 
Participation, and Mission.” This global consultation process will provide 
guidance for the Church to discern “the signs of the times and interpret them in 
the light of the Gospel” (GS,4). Keep an eye on this page for more events coming 
up 
 

Institute for Catholic Life and Leadership 
The Institute will welcome students back to classes this coming Saturday and will 
be studying Salvation History in the Old Testament with Brad Becker in English 
and Sr. Marta Valdez in Spanish. If you are interested or have any questions 
regarding the new program or available scholarships, please don’t hesitate to 
reach out to rmoreno@archdpdx.org for more information.  
 

Fransican University Catechetical Institute  
The CI exists to train and support the key catechists in any situation—priests, 
deacons, parents, or laity, whether professional or volunteer. Through 
conferences, online workshops, videos, audio, personal mentorship, and a wealth 
of resources produced by Franciscan University, all involved in the work of 
catechesis will find new ideas, new approaches, new techniques, and a new 
confidence to do the work of catechesis. Click HERE to see our NEW PAGE on the 
Archdiocese website and to find out how the partnership can benefit you!  
 

Articles on the Holy Family 
Frequently we are so focused on our own life with the saints, its easy to forget 
how others often do not understand our devotions. The Catechetical Review 
published from our partner The Franciscan University is a beautiful resource to 
have in your library. You can share them with your RCIA group or at adult faith 
formation sessions or even at your staff meetings! Articles like Empowering 
Parents to Disciple Their Own Children are free and exact translations are 
available  Spanish  

Additional Resources on the Holy Family 
A prayer for children to Mary and Joseph 
Scripture readings and reflections for the day: Click here 
A Christmas novena 
There are several feast days coming up, check out the Catholic Apostolate Center for more information and 
related videos. Included are The Nativity and the feast of St. Stephen as well as the Feast of the Holy Family 

https://archdpdx.org/synod
https://archdpdx.org/synod
mailto:rmoreno@archdpdx.org
https://evangelization.archdpdx.org/catechetical-institute-franciscan-university
https://review.catechetics.com/empowering-parents-disciple-their-own-children-part-ii
https://review.catechetics.com/empowering-parents-disciple-their-own-children-part-ii
https://review.catechetics.com/el-empoderamiento-de-los-padres-de-familia-para-encauzar-el-discipulado-de-sus-propios-hijos-2%C2%AA
https://www.loyolapress.com/catholic-resources/prayer/childrens-prayers/seasonal-prayers/journey-with-mary-and-joseph-las-posadas-prayer
https://www.loyolapress.com/catholic-resources/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/holy-family-of-jesus-mary-and-joseph-c-sunday-connect/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tm09B2hf-Us
https://www.catholicapostolatecenterfeastdays.org/feast-days-and-solemnities/nativity-of-the-lord
https://www.catholicapostolatecenterfeastdays.org/feast-days-and-solemnities/st-stephen
https://www.catholicapostolatecenterfeastdays.org/feast-days-and-solemnities/the-holy-family
https://review.catechetics.com/
https://pastoralministry.archdpdx.org/institute-for-catholic-life-leadership
https://franciscanathome.com/portland-oregon
https://www.usccb.org/synod


Fr. Matt was born and raised in Oregon and worked in youth ministry before entering seminary.  He has worked 
with the St. Vincent de Paul Society, assisted the chaplain at the US Navy base in Naples, Italy with religious 
education and Masses, served as a hospital chaplain as well as for study abroad college campuses and the 
Missionaries of Charity. He completed his Licentiate at the John Paul II Institute of Marriage and Family Studies 
before becoming the priest administrator for St. Rose Parish in NE Portland in 2013. 
What can the Holy Family teach us? 
I think the Holy Family can teach us a couple things: flexibility, wonder and the power of ordinary life, 
specifically the ordinary hidden life. 
The Holy Family taught us that flexibility in our lives is important, because for them nothing went as planned, 
and that's the way it goes in a family. We never hear a complaint from Mary and Joseph. Right before I got 
ordained, I remember a priest saying to me, “Now Matt, once you are ordained, make sure you stay close to 
families.” Though I didn’t disagree, I was curious why this might be necessary, so I asked. He answered that if I 
didn’t, I would lose the flexibility that comes with life in a family. Priests live alone, they are usually in a 
leadership role and we get used to having things the way we left them. For example, you eat meals of your 
choosing and if there's just a drop of milk left in the jug in the fridge, you have no one else to blame.  A priest is 
not required to share a bathroom or anything else for that matter. The life of a priest is often lived according to 
your own terms. The family, however, teaches us that flexibility and a little chaos makes room for someone else 
to have a plan and to be able to work within it. The Holy Family had to be flexible within God’s plan. They 
traveled from Nazareth to Bethlehem, and from there to Egypt, without complaint, they couldn’t have done so 
without exemplary flexibility.  
Wonder is wonderful to be around other people.  It's wonderful to be affected by other people. Just think of 
Mary and Joseph with the Christ-child and all of the angst and anxiety which was happening around them. None 
of that mattered, in the wonder of being given a chance to be with the Lord.  In our own families, if we are living 
a good life, how wonderful it is to grow up with another person. To be affected and to be changed. Parents 
sometimes will have a realization that they have reached a certain stage in their children’s lives, like my son is 
reading now or my daughter is driving now. That wonder will arrive among the normal days in family life and 
there is a hope in that experience.  
And this is experienced in the normal hidden ordinary life. The Holy Family experienced this with their son 
but in extraordinary ways. The hidden ordinary life that Jesus had, Pope Paul VI would say is Nazareth. I once 
was speaking to very nice elderly nun in Nazareth while I was visiting with a group, and during the discussion, 
she very sweetly told us that we didn’t get “it”. She said, “You just don't get that Jesus spent 33 years on earth. 
That's it.  And in thirty of them, he was silent. We do not imitate him at all.” Something magnificent happens in 
the silent ordinary life, where we are growing and facing challenges. The hidden life becomes this gift. Jesus just 
didn’t start his ministry at thirty. He was doing His work of salvation that whole time and silence was a big part 
action. When we see the public ministry of Jesus, he already has his habit of prayer. He knows how to hear the 
voice of the Lord. He understands what compassion is and and it is not new to Him. We are merely seeing the 
the fruits of it in the life of the Gospels.
As catechists we have a hard time explaining what the domestic church is because it can seem like we 
are trying to tell them to do a specific thing at home. But the way you are explaining the Holy Family, as a 
prototype of the domestic Church, we can see elements that we can identify to encourage the families. 
How do we go about teaching these elements when we are so busy teaching the faith? 
The best religious education programs meet about once a week or maybe two hours a week for 30 weeks a year. 
Sixty hours of contact is not enough to make a huge impact.  We need families to understand that while 
supplements are needed, we are just a supplement.  A person can’t just eat meat or just eat starch, it has to be a 
balanced diet. The parents need help because not everybody can be good at everything.

Spe aker Spotlight: 
Ca techesis and 

The Hol y Family 

Fr.  Matt Libre of  
St.  Rose of Lima 



So our aim should be that we have strong Christian families that are living like the Holy Family. In most 
parishes, there will be those families who fall of the radar and only show up to receive instruction for the 
pivotal sacraments – first communion, confirmation, marriage, baptism (Interviewer’s note: new studies have 
emerged that show a decline in both marriages and baptisms despite Catholics having been raised with the 
sacraments of initiation, 33% in 1965 vs. 12% in 2019 with US births remaining the roughly the same). What 
emerges is teachable moments for the parents. Even if we have radical conversions with the kids, if they go 
home and the faith isn’t lived, if there is no flexibility or wonder or the hidden life of the domestic church, all 
the good seeds will fall on rocky ground.  
Practically, how do we facilitate that lived faith experience?  
I would say construct your program so that you're focusing on the parents. The kids are going to get the benefit 
of this more than the one hour a week that you can give them.  I'm creating my whole program to help these 
parents understand the wonder of the Holy Family. If they can buy into that, the religious education program 
can be magnified, and look at what we can do if we are all working towards the same goal.  Spend your time and 
give more opportunity to the kids being present but the real audience that you're trying to reach is the family.  

Prayers for You 

Daily Prayer before a  
Picture of the Holy Family 

O most loving Jesus 
Who by Thy surpassing virtues and the example of Thy home 

Life did make holy the household in which Thou did choose 
to live whilst on earth. 

Mercifully look down upon this family, whose members, 
humbly prostrate before Thee, implore Thy protection. 

Remember that we are Thine, 
Bound and consecrated to Thee by a special devotion. 

Protect us in Thy mercy, deliver us from danger, 
help us in our necessities and impart to us strength 

to persevere always in the imitation of Thy Holy Family. 
So that by serving Thee and loving Thee faithfully during this 

mortal life, 
We may at length give Thee eternal praise in heaven. 

O Mary, dearest Mother, we implore thy assistance, knowing 
that thy divine Son will hearken to thy petitions. 

And do thou, most glorious patriarch, St. Joseph, help us with 
thy powerful patronage, and place our petitions in Mary’s 

hands, that she may offer them to Jesus Christ. 
Amen

https://www.pillarcatholic.com/p/special-report-who-we-are-and-what
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